TCRC-EDC Joint Mtg. Minutes 2/23/10 – UNAPPROVED



UNAPPROVED

Joint Meeting 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 
AND TOWN CENTER REVITALIZATION COMMITTEE

Tuesday, February 23, 2010

 7:30 p.m. Mulvey Municipal Center – Room A

Regular Meeting Minutes

1.   Call to Order
Mr. Crawford called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.

Attending:  Marilyn Ozols, Darlene Briggs, James Crawford, Ginny Quarti, Deborah Rie

Also Attending:  Meg Parulis, Town Planner

2.  Current Issues
a. Eagle Scout Project – Ms. Parulis distributed a draft of the procedural guidelines for approval of Scout projects on town property.  These guidelines are meant to serve as a basic outline for the Scouting projects.  The outline included agency and contact information.    Before requesting permits, any project would need the “blessing” from the appropriate entity. Ultimately, any project would go to the BOS for approval, with the exception of projects on school property.  Projects to be completed on school property would go to the BOE for approval.
Mr. Crawford suggested eliminating the word “Eagle” from the heading as the Girl Scouts also complete projects.
Ms. Parulis commented that the Scouts should notify the appropriate entity upon completion of any project.

This outline will be forwarded to appropriate agencies as listed on the guideline as well as the Board of Selectmen.
b. Bench Donation Program – Ms. Parulis reported that she has received several inquiries regarding the bench program.  To date, no funds have been received.  The intent is to order benches for placement in the spring.  Ms. Parulis requested guidance for bench placement.  She will provide a sketch of possible bench locations for the next meeting.
c. Portable Toilets on Town Green – Mr. Crawford reported that he shared concerns regarding placement of portable toilets with Noel Bishop and Rich Annino (Park & Rec.).  According to these gentlemen, during the summer months, there is considerable need for these facilities at the Town Green.  If there are no facilities, the local businesses are constantly harassed for use of their facilities.  

Ms. Ozols reported that it is possible to get upgraded facilities.  She continued that it may be possible to move the facilities to the town owned parking lot instead of the Town Green.  The Committee discussed the possibility of permanent facilities and placement of same for the future.  

Ms. Parulis reported that this issue will be discussed at upcoming POCD meetings.
Ms. Quarti volunteered to investigate sanitation companies for upgraded facilities for the summer months.
d. Tree Maintenance on Town Property – Mr. Crawford reported that the tree account funding was approved by the Board of Selectmen.
e. Town Center Parking and Bump Out Removal – Nothing new reported.
f. Events Board – Nothing new reported.
g. Rte. 1 Welcome Signs – Nothing new reported.

h. Highway Exit Directory Sign – Mr. Crawford reported that he is awaiting feedback from Noel Bishop regarding discussions with the Y.
i.  Adopt-a-Spot Program – Ms. Rie researched the Keep America Beautiful program and provided information on same.  This program allows individuals, organizations and groups to adopt town spots (space around town signs, monuments, historical markers, etc.) in order to improve and maintain the spot by adding and maintaining plantings and keeping the spot litter free.

Ms. Rie has sent this information to the Garden Club and hopes to partner with the Garden Club on this program; particularly in areas the Garden Club finds difficult to maintain.

Ms. Parulis suggested involving local businesses (Clinton Nurseries) for purchasing plants and materials.

Ms. Ozols suggested that the Committee phase these projects in over the years and felt that the entrance signs into town would be a good starting point.

The Committee briefly discussed the railroad bridge/Wilcox Oil fence areas as a potential candidate for the Adopt-a-Spot program.
Ms. Briggs shared Adopt-a-Bin recycling information from SARAH Inc.  The First Selectman is familiar with the project.  The intent is to place bins at beach areas, ball fields, outlet center etc.
j. Town and State Garage Swap/Train Station – Mr. Crawford reported that the State/Amtrak froze all funds for new stations.  Ms. Ozols commented that progress may have been made regarding the new garage area and Ms. Briggs commented that upgrades were recently done on the tracks.

k. Cusson Property – Ms. Parulis reported that the meeting was postponed.  She intends to re-schedule in early March.  Ms. Parulis added that she has discussed the issue with several neighbors.  The neighbor’s concerns regarding boat storage in the area centered around people working on their boats (noise) on the weekends and traffic.

3.  Update on New Development - Nothing new reported.
4.  Minutes
Ms. Ozols made a motion to approve the meeting minutes from the Joint meeting dated January 26, 2010.  Ms. Rie seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

7.  Adjournment
Ms. Ozols made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:23 p.m.  Ms. Briggs seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,

Suzanne Helchowski
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